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NEAR AND FAR
HEADING 1
When we begin to think about putting
together the Link magazine, we pray
and seek God’s wisdom in who to
ask to write an article. Although we
are aware of the various ministries
our missionaries (and missionary
candidates) are involved in, we
usually have no idea what they will
share about when they write. This
means that when they send us their
articles and we read them for the
first time, we are just as encouraged,
blessed and challenged, as we hope
you are.
New Tribes Mission desires to see
people throughout the world reached
with the Good News of Jesus
Christ and that begins right on our
‘doorstep.’ In this issue, you will read
about how some of our home staff
and students are sharing the Gospel
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right here with people in our local
community, as well as about the
work the Lord is doing through His
people in far off countries. You will
see how the Lord is at work in small
groups of children and young people
who meet here in our college, and in
youth groups who meet together in a
missionary’s living room in Southeast
Asia. You will read about how the Word
of God is being shared with people in
our local town of Grimsby, and how it
has changed the lives of many of the
Pawaia in a remote village in Papua
New Guinea.
God is at work in so many ways and
we trust you will be encouraged and
challenged afresh with what He is
accomplishing in the different parts
of the world.

We will in such cases use pictures taken
by other missionaries who work in the
same area or country or use pictures
from other archives. Link is the official
magazine of New Tribes Mission in the UK
and is published three times a year. It is
available without charge.

Gifts may be designated for a missionary,
ministry or other purpose. Cheques
should be made payable to New Tribes
Mission. You can donate online:
www.ntm.org.uk/give
New Tribes Mission is a registered
charity, No. 278627.

Please notify us promptly of any change
of address or if you do not wish to
continue receiving a copy of Link.

Tel: +44 (0)1472 387700
Fax: +44 (0)1472 387707
link@ntm.org.uk
www.ntm.org.uk
Contact our representatives:

All financial gifts should be sent to
NTM-UK Finance Office at the following
address:
NEW TRIBES MISSION,
North Cotes, Grimsby DN36 5XU,
England

Ireland (North & South)
matthew_cuthbert@ntm.org.uk
Mainland UK
frank_brearley@ntm.org.uk
stephen_jerrard@ntm.org.uk
jack_douglas@ntm.org.uk
andrew_murray@ntm.org
thom_cunningham@ntm.org
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EVER LEARNING
HEADING 1
Around Easter this year, a group of
six students and two former students
went on a mission exposure trip to
Senegal. It was the first time in Africa
for most of us, which meant we
were stepping into a totally different
culture. All of us really enjoyed the
time there and were fascinated by
the people, traffic and food. Anna
(a missionary in Senegal) led and
organised the trip.
Once we had all arrived, we had
a busy schedule, but it was good.
Most of the time we stayed in
Dakar and met many people there
– missionaries and Senegalese. We
got a good insight and overview of
what it is like to live in Senegal, not
only as a foreigner/missionary, but
also as a local.
Over the ten days, we learned a lot
about the culture and the current
situation regarding missions there.
We also learnt Senegalese ways of
doing certain things and that people
have a very different perspective on
life. The culture was totally different
to our western culture.

In other words, we need to have the
same attitude as Christ, in the same
way Paul exhorted and encouraged
the believers in Philippians 2:5-7.
“Have this mind among yourselves,
which is yours in Christ Jesus, who,
though he was in the form of God, did
not count equality with God a thing to
be grasped, but emptied himself, by
taking the form of a servant…”
Our time in Senegal was encouraging,
although it was also very challenging
because of what we saw and heard.
We went to southern Senegal and
visited Anna’s parents for a few days.
That was the highlight of the trip.
They introduced their ministries and
hosted us with patience and love. We
witnessed that there are big needs
and people are thirsty for God’s Word.
But even in difficult circumstances,
God is working and transforming the
hearts of the people.

All this clearly showed us that
someone coming from a foreign
culture, especially long-term, has to
become a learner, even in the very
basic things, and have a servant heart.
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PAPUA NEW GUINEA

REWARDS

The Bible speaks of rewards. We may
well feel unworthy of any reward.
In view of all that Christ did for us,
anything we do for Him pails into
insignificance. At best, any service
we carry out is only what is expected
of servants. But how many rewards
are we already enjoying?
It was our privilege to share the
Gospel with the Pawaia in Papua New
Guinea. The Word of God has been
working in their lives and producing
changes. On our last visit we were
asked to tell the young people what it
was like when we first arrived. Why?
Because the young people could not
believe how bad things were for their
grandparents. Houses were divided
to keep men and women separate;
sorcery, witchcraft, clan wars and
killings were normal, but now they
are all gone.

THE TRUTH SETS PEOPLE FREE.
THE LIGHT OF THE GOSPEL
DISPELS DARKNESS.
And so the Pawaia are enjoying the
earthly rewards of the Gospel.
In the speeches made at our farewell
party, it was said that the knife of
God’s Word had cleared the weeds in
the jungle, an apt illustration in their
own cultural terms. They spoke of
having received the keys to heaven, of
the light dispelling the darkness, and
told of many testimonies of those
about to die who confessed their faith
in Jesus and their hope of heaven.
They felt that they had never done
enough to thank us, but assured us
that there is a big reward waiting for
us in heaven.
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THAT MAY OR MAY NOT BE THE
CASE. WE HAVE ALREADY RECEIVED
OUR REWARD IN SEEING THE
CHANGED LIVES OF THE PAWAIA
THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF THE
GRACE OF GOD, EXPRESSED IN
THE GIVING OF HIS SON JESUS.
THIS IS WONDERFUL IN ITSELF.
The Gospel is the power of God for
salvation. It not only saves us for
eternity but rescues us from the lies
of our enemy now. It is the truth,
God’s truth, that sets people free.
Share it!

Please pray! Isa was recently
diagnosed with a brain tumour
and is now home recovering well
from surgery. Please pray for Jack
and Isa in the coming weeks and
months as they meet with doctors
to begin further treatment; pray
for wisdom for the doctors. Please
pray for the Lord’s strength and
peace as they face this unexpected
trial, and give thanks for family
and friends who are supporting
them in many practical ways.

JACK AND ISA DOUGLAS
began training with NTM in 1966 and
served in Papua New Guinea for 37 years.
They were privileged to be used of the Lord
to plant churches in the Pawaia tribe whom
they visit as and when possible. They also
help with part of the training course at
North Cotes.
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IGNITE
HEADING 1

Ignite’s main goal is to reach the local
kids from primary school age to 18
with the Good News of Jesus Christ.
To do this we use the secondary goal
of Ignite: The students and staff on
campus work together to bring that
message to the kids enabling the
students to put into practice what
they have been taught over their time
at North Cotes College. We have a
younger Ignite (primary aged kids)
and older Ignite (secondary school)
which both run weekly on a Friday
night. We have a total of five staff
members helping and twenty-one
students and volunteers.

Please pray for the lost people in this
local area, that the kids would realise
their need for Christ!
-Geoff McNabb
“Helping in older Ignite is a great
opportunity to put into practice what I
learned in Bible college. Every Friday,
oftentimes tired after a stressful
week, I experience how God gives
new strength, wisdom and love for
the young people. It is exciting to see
how God works when we depend on
Him!”
-Hanna Klein

STUDENTS’ MINISTRIES

BOYS’ BIBLE STUDY

Every Tuesday for an hour or so
around ten missionary kids (MKs),
in their teens and upward, meet for
Bible study. They have been studying
the book of Acts and will soon start to
look at Ephesians.

Here are some of the things the ‘boys’
have to say:

This year four of the students from
North Cotes College have led this
group with the main purpose being
discipleship. Aside from the main
study, they like to get together with
the lads to do sports and games,
spending time with them and getting
alongside them.

"Boys’ Bible study has helped me
to understand some things I have
never understood about Acts and
has brought up stuff that me and
my mum didn’t cover and that has
been useful because then it helps
me understand some of Paul’s other
books much better. "
-Jonathan Robinson

"It's great to be able to get together
with other like-minded Christians
that are the same age."
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BOOKTABLE
TABLE MINISTRY
BOOK
HEADING 1
In recent times students from North
Cotes College had the opportunity
to join a street preaching ministry
in Grimsby. These were organised
every other week by students in
conjunction with a local church.
After a time of prayer in the church,
a group set out to the town centre
to do street preaching and hand
out tracts. However it was hard to
get into a conversation with people
passing by.
Then the idea came to turn this
ministry into a book table ministry.

Initially it started to be a monthly
activity but this school year we strive
to be present every week. Each
week there has been an opportunity
to share the Gospel with individuals
or to share testimonies of God’s
work in our own lives. Some people
have come back to the table more
often. We pray that this ministry
keeps on going after we’ve moved
on and that every week books
keep on being taken from the table
and that the Good News keeps on
spreading in Grimsby.
-Daniël Noort

NORTH COTES UPDATE

PROJECT

A Friends in Action team arrived
on Saturday 14th April 2018. The
project for the week was to remodel
two bathrooms; one upstairs and
the other downstairs in the single
students dormitory.
The Campus Management Team
(CMT) had already removed the
sanitary ware, cubicles and tiles etc
and levelled the floors. The five toilet
cubicles and sinks were replaced by
three toilet cubicles, two sinks and
two showers which are much more
practical for the students’ needs.
After removing the wall tiles it was
decided that the walls would need
plastering before tiling so it was a

blessing to have a plasterer on the
team as well as a tiler, plumber and
two very hard working labourers.
Although the job was not completed
during the week, it was moved on
significantly to a manageable state
for the CMT to finish. Not only was a
huge amount of work accomplished
in a short time but the fellowship
at the weekend and evenings, and
working daily alongside likeminded
tradesmen, was a huge blessing to
the CMT.
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WITH KNOWLEDGE
HEADING
1
COMES RESPONSIBILITY
AFTER ARRIVING IN INDONESIA
IN NOVEMBER 2012, DANIEL
AND ESTHER GAMMELSAETER
MOVED TO PALU IN MAY 2014.
THEY ARE THERE TO ASSIST THE
LOCAL CHURCH, SERVING IN A
VARIETY OF MINISTRIES. THEIR
MAIN MINISTRY IS WORKING WITH
YOUNG PEOPLE WHO COME TO THE
CITY TO CONTINUE WITH THEIR
SCHOOLING. READ ON TO FIND OUT
WHAT GOD IS DOING IN THE LIVES
OF THESE YOUNG BELIEVERS…
The ministry with the Wana youth
started out with just a small group
of students gathering at our house
to study Paul’s letter to the Romans.
We wanted to provide a setting in
which these young believers could
get a better understanding of who
they are in Christ, and how that
positional truth can be applied in
their daily lives. Gradually our small
group grew to about forty or fifty.

As our awareness of the potential
for these meetings grew, so did the
need for a more intentional and
strategic approach to discipling.
We wanted to ensure that these young
people would have a solid scriptural
foundation for their faith, as well as
the tools for sharing that faith in their
own communities. Initially, we took
a year to go through Romans and
Galatians, as well as an overview of
the Scriptures.
After completing that, we asked the
young people to commence their
own survey among their friends:
“HOW can man be justified in the
sight of God?” More than forty young
people asked this question to a
number of their friends, teachers
and even pastors. The answers they
received all revolved around man’s
performance; ranging from obeying
your parents to being baptised in
the ocean (rather than a small pool,
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which would not be sufficient for the
sins to be properly washed away). Not
a single person answered that we
are justified by faith alone. Although
not entirely surprising, the utterly
bleak result of the survey served as
an eye-opener to the young people.
They realised that the only way many
lost people could access the truth
would be through their testimony.
IT ALSO DAWNED ON THEM THAT
THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE GOSPEL
COMES WITH RESPONSIBILITY.
In these last few months, the young
people have practised teaching
through the Scriptures from Creation
to Christ. They pushed themselves
beyond their boundaries by trusting
God and stepping out in faith to teach
others in small groups.

WE ARE EXCITED TO SEE HOW GOD
IS WORKING IN AND THROUGH
THESE YOUNG BELIEVERS TO
SHARE THE WONDERFUL GOSPEL
OF HIS SON JESUS CHRIST TO
THOSE WHO HAVE NOT YET HEARD.

DANIEL AND ESTHER GAMMELSAETER
with Ariel, Samson and Aisa have been
serving the local church in Southeast Asia
for six years. They see their involvement
in missions as a long term commitment.
9

MAKE A DIFFERENCE CONFERENCE 2018

Editorial

UNPACKED
HEADING 1

Central to the conference is missionfocused teaching from the Word of
God. NTM missionaries from around
the world also share about what God
is doing, sometimes through live
Skype interviews.
This is a conference for all the family
no matter your age. A programme for
primary school children is provided
during the morning meetings, as well
as a crèche for children aged three
months to four years. For secondary
school age youth, there are special
teen-centred activities from 9pm
to 11pm on Friday and Saturday
evenings.
What do we pack into the journey of our
lives? This was one of the questions
asked by Rachel Hulley (missionary
to the North Wahgi people of PNG)
who spoke at the ladies’ meeting on
Saturday afternoon. Missionaries
are usually experienced packers as
they do it so often and if they forget
something, they may well have to do
without it for months if not years!

10

HOW GOOD ARE WE AT PACKING
THE RIGHT THINGS INTO OUR
LIVES? RACHEL ENCOURAGED US
TO ‘EAT UP THE WORD OF GOD.’
THERE ARE ALWAYS PLENTY OF
GOOD THINGS TO EAT BETWEEN
THE SESSIONS AT CONFERENCE,
BUT WE NEED TO INGEST THAT
WHICH WILL LAST FOR ETERNITY.
The Make a Difference conference
is a time to be encouraged by God’s
Word, as it is unpacked by those who
have seen first-hand how God has
made a difference in people’s lives.
It is a time to see what the Lord is
doing in many regions of the world
and to share with likeminded people
and encourage one another.
GOD WILLING THE MAKE A
DIFFERENCE CONFERENCE
IS HELD EACH YEAR DURING
THE THIRD WEEKEND IN JUNE.
WHY NOT PUT THE DATE IN
YOUR CALENDAR? NEXT YEAR’S
CONFERENCE DATES ARE
14TH-16TH JUNE 2019.
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HEADING 1

LIBERIA

SUMMIT UPDATE

Last year the Summit team went
to Liberia to help missionaries,
Aaron and Amy Speitelsbach, with
a building project. They needed an
office with a water tower. With the
help of many other visitors too they
now not only have running water and
a cell phone signal booster antenna
but also an office/school room. Even
with the bathroom still unfinished
this building is already in full use
and has been a big help.

RETURN TO PNG
Simon and Annika Flanagan will
continue to work and teach at North
Cotes College until the end of July.
They are busy preparing to return
to Papua New Guinea (PNG) in
September this year. Pray for the
three Mengen churches, the 300
believers, and the Bible teachers to
keep teaching, making disciples and
proclaiming the Gospel! Simon and
Annika look forward to teaming up
with them again! Their five children
Nya, Noah, Karis, Judah and Ethan
are learning the trade language of
PNG and are doing great - pray this
will help them settle well.

TO THE FIELD

CHRIS AND INGRID HUGHES
TO PAPUA NEW GUINEA IN JULY
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NEW WEBSITE
HEADING 1
A little under twenty years ago a
couple volunteered to help here at
North Cotes with their main ministry
being to set up a website for NTM-UK.
(They are now in Spain and serve fulltime in missions).Who would have
thought back then that information
technology in all its forms would
escalate to what it is today.
Since that first website, Ethnos360
USA very kindly updated and
maintained the UK site for us.
However, this was for a limited period
and that period has continued far
longer than was first stated. Just as
it was deemed no longer viable for
them to continue this service, the
Lord provided for the need.

One of this year’s Bible college
students had previously been
working in web design and has
created a new NTM-UK website
during the practical programme. As
this time is limited to nine hours a
week it is still an ongoing process.
Please bear with us if things do not
quite work as they should.
Take a look at the new design, it also
fits better to mobile devices.

ntm.org.uk

GDPR - GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATION ACT 2018
By subscribing to the LINK magazine
you are agreeing to our Data
Protection Policy and Privacy Policy
which can be found on our website
ntm.org.uk. To unsubscribe go to
ntm.org.uk/link-magazine.
When you request to be unsubscribed
we will remove your personal data
from our mailing list and delete all
information from our database that
we are not legally required to keep
(i.e. retaining financial information to
comply with HMRC regulations). We
want to make sure any personal data

that we hold is accurate and up to
date. Please let us know if there are
changes and we will amend them.
Under the Data Protection Act 2018
you have the right to see the personal
data that we hold on you. If you would
like a copy of your personal data, or
if you have any queries concerning
how your data is being processed,
please contact our Data Protection
Officer at Data.Control@ntm.org.uk,
or alternatively you can contact us at
NTM-UK.
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BEHIND THE SCENES
HEADING 1
A journey back to the mid 1980’s
finds Tim and Joanne Palmer as two
single Christians desiring to serve
God. Their focus was to get the
Gospel of Jesus Christ out to those
who have no or little access to God’s
Word or the Preaching of the Gospel
of Jesus Christ.
The time is 1986 and Tim is a single
missionary in Senegal, West Africa
after training for four and a half
years with New Tribes Mission (now
Ethnos360). Joanne, a single lady
just graduated from New Brunswick
Bible Institute in Canada, was a team
member on a short term missionary
trip to Senegal. Tim ended up
cooking for the team of 21 from
North America, and when Joanne
met a single man who could cook…
well, the rest is history.
At the end of 1989, Tim had to
leave Senegal due to health issues.
He served ten years at the then
International Headquarters of NTM
in Sanford Florida (during which time
Tim and Joanne married).
In December 1999, they were asked to
move to North Cotes, England where
NTM-UK was developing a new Bible
and Missionary Training Centre for
British and European prospective
missionaries now known as North
Cotes College.

TIM AND JOANNE PALMER
from the USA, have worked with
NTM for over 30 years. Their ministry
for the past 18 years has been with
North Cotes College. They have three
children; Timothy, William and Julia.
Eighteen years at North Cotes
College, now with three grown
children and many answers to
prayers, have offered Tim and Joanne
the opportunity to see their life verse
become a reality:“The same commit
to faithful men who shall be able to
teach others also (2 Timothy 2:2).”
What a joy to see hundreds of
missionaries go out to the fields or
return to their home churches to be
involved in ministry. Tim and Joanne
stay productive with Tim being one of
the core Bible teachers and Joanne
his full time organiser (secretary).
They regularly find themselves
involved at home or in the office
with students for Bible study, prayer
or questions about classes. They
also occasionally represent NTM
around the UK and at several Bible
conferences. Tim and Joanne want
their lives to echo the words of Jim
Elliot who said, “He is no fool who
gives what he cannot keep, to gain
what he cannot lose.”
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT

PRAYING BY BIBLICAL EXAMPLE

When you read a magazine like this
it can be difficult to know how to pray
for the folks mentioned in it because
you don’t know them. SO HOW CAN
WE PRAY FOR MISSIONARIES AND
YOUNG CHURCHES found in remote
tribal locations around the world
who we will never meet this side of
eternity? Well, we have an example
of this in Scripture. When Paul wrote
to the Colossians, he was writing
to a group he had never met, but
he says that he consistently prays
for them. What did he pray about?
Well, after thanking God for them,
he mentions a specific prayer point.
He prays in Colossians 1:9 that “they
may be filled with the knowledge of
his will in all spiritual wisdom and
understanding,”. So he is praying that
in light of the Gospel and the Word of
God they will have a full and accurate
understanding of the will of God for
them and that they would walk in
that as they are led by the Holy Spirit.
THE WILL OF GOD FOR OUR LIVES IS
ABOUT MUCH MORE THAN SIMPLY
THE MAJOR LIFE DECISIONS;
it also involves the daily situations
and circumstances that we face.
Every day these people need to be
sensitive to the Holy Spirit and rely
on Him to give understanding and
14

direction. For Paul this prayer point
had a purpose – “so as to walk in a
manner worthy of the Lord, fully
pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every
good work and increasing in the
knowledge of God; being strengthened
with all power, according to his
glorious might, for all endurance and
patience with joy,” Colossians 1:10.
The knowledge of His will was to
result in godly behaviour and action.
Fundamentally, he is praying for their
walk with the Lord. He wants to see
THE MIND OF CHRIST REFLECTED
IN THEIR LIVES.
So as you read the articles in this
magazine and if you find yourself
struggling to know what to pray for
those you have never met, the Biblical
example found in Colossians 1 would
be a good place to start . . . pray for
their walk with the Lord.

STEPHEN & HEATHER CUTHBERT
have been serving in North Cotes
for the past seven years.
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IMPACT FOR ETERNITY

PRAYING FOR ONE ANOTHER
PAPUA NEW GUINEA
André and Aurélie Tousch are
thankful for their village friends.
They love to talk about faith. The
Holy Spirit is at work in their lives, in
their marriages and in their families.
These dear people are poor but they
keep praising God and are full of joy.
Just over a year ago, they knew
nothing about the meaning of the
Bible. They lived in constant fear
of death and the spirits. But God
has saved them! A year ago, they
heard the Gospel and many of them
believed. They have grown in their
understanding of what Jesus has
done for them. Eighty-three people
gave testimony in front of the whole
village who had gathered for the
first baptisms. It took place in a river
about half an hour’s hike away from
the village. It was one of the most
encouraging days that they have had
in the village. Pray for the believers
and the missionary team as they plan
for outreach next year.
SOUTHEAST ASIA
Gwen Pierce has served in Southeast
Asia among the Southern Pwo-Karen
people for 49 years. Next April will be
50 years. Initially Gwen served with
her husband George who passed away
in 2004, and then with her daughter

and son-in-law, Wendy and Richard
Rees. Gwen has now returned to the
UK on home assignment. Pray for her
to have wisdom as to when to settle
back in the UK, a huge adjustment
to a culture and country that is no
longer familiar.
THE PHILIPPINES
One Agta believer is boldly sharing
with the Ilocano what he knows of
the Bible, inviting them to the Agta
church gatherings. He has a heart
for other Agta living up and down the
coast. Before visiting another village
he told Donovan Epp, “I am going to
survey the Agta in that area to see
if they have heard the Gospel. I am
like Joshua and Caleb, when they
first went to see the land the Lord
had given them.” Please pray that
he would be encouraged and feel the
Lord’s nearness and direction. Others
have also shown a clear testimony to
those around them.
NORTH COTES
Earlier this year Marie Still, one of
our staff team here at North Cotes
for the last 19 years, was diagnosed
with a rare form of cancer and has
been undergoing treatment. Pray for
Marie, her husband Kevin and adult
children Caleb, Samuel and Heather.
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